CI 0.5-z], one S atom of the thioacetato ligands and four O atoms (03-06) of water molecules. The calcium coordination may be described as a distorted dodecahedron with the pentagonal plane defined by 01,02,05,S and 02A (at ±0.311 Â), 03 being at 1.98 Â, 04 and 06 at -2.38 Â and -2.37 Â, respectively from this plane. Two calcium cations are bridged by one mercaptoacetato anion to form polymeric chains. The Ca-02A-CaA bridge is asymmetric with Ca-02A distance of 2.458 Â and d(CaA-02A) = 2.549 Â: these distances are similar to those found for acetate calcium salts 
Source of material
Calcium 2-mercaptoacetate was prepared from a mixture of potassium 2-mercaptoacetate (4% weight) and calcium hydroxide (2.9% weight) in a liquid crystal emulsion [1, 2] . Crystals were obtained as clear colorless needles upon raising the temperature of the full emulsion in an aluminum tube from278 Κ to 291Κ over 5 days.
Discussion
Calcium 2-mercaptoacetate is derived from 2-mercaptoacetic acid (HSCH2COOH), which represents the first member of the mercaptocarboxylic acid series.The mercaptoacetic acid, commercially developed in the early 1940s, is used in cosmetology as an active material for cold wave permanents and depilatories [3] . A mixture of potassium 2-mercaptoacetate and calcium hydroxide in a liquid crystal emulsion leads to crystals. This liquid crystal emulsion which has been previously fully described [1, 2] contains many compounds that are likely to crystallize. X-ray analysis was performed in order to identify the formula of the crystallized compound and in particular to clarify the nature of the cation (K or Ca). There are relatively few structural studies of mercaptoacetato complexes [4, 5] and there is only one example with a bridging chelating mercaoptoacetato ligand [6] . The crystal structure determination leads to the formula Ca(SCH2C00)(H 2 0)4-Each Ca cation is eight coordinated, involving three O atoms [01,02,02A; symmetry code 0.5+jc, y, 
